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ABSTRACT

The revised Hanriksen Teacher Word Analysis Test was
administered to 133 education students to determine the relationship
between certain reading methods courses completed and word analysis
krnowledge. The students were placed ir one of four groups: (1)
students without methods courses in reading and language arts, (2)
students with 6 honrs of methods courses, (3) studenits currentiy
enrolled in 6 hours and student teaching, and (4) graduate students
in BErglish education. An analysis of variance of the groups resulted
in a satistically significant F ratio and justified the rejection of
the null hypothesis that there were no significant differemnces by
extent of traiuning groups. B systematic test between the means of the
groups resulted in statistically significant differences at the .01
and .05 levels, favoring the students with 6 semester hours of
methods courses. The small sample of seven graduate students had the
highest mean scores, but their differences were not statistically
significant. Stuvdents taking reading methods and student teaching at
the same time did not achieve higher mean scores than the
pre-student-teaching students who had 6 semester hours of reading
rethods courses. Tables and references are included. (Author/CHN)
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o Resecarcn by Shannon (1959), Farinella (1960), Gagonrn
Q
Yy (1960), and Eenriksen (19‘é) conclude that extent of college
credits in reading methods courses 1s not related to an
jncreased mastery of word analysis knocwledge.
The purpose of this investigation is to re-examine the
previous uncontested ovservation with 133 students enrolled

jn the School of Tducation et Lamar State College.

The revised nep-iksen Teacher word Analzsig.Test vas

sdministered to: (1) students without methods courses in

resding and language 2r<s, (2) students with six hours of
aethods courses, (3) students with six hours and student
teaching. and (l) graduate studeats in English Education.

An analysis of veriance cf the groups resulted in a

statistically significant F ratio and justified the rejection

of the null hypothesis that there were no significant dife

ferences by extent of training groups.
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A systeamatie test bet.een the means o. the groups resulted in

statistieally signifieant differences at the .01 and .05 level, -
favor:ng the students with six seaester hours of aethods eourses. The
s1all sample of sever graduate students had the highest amean seores
but their d.iferences were statistically not s1giificant.  Students
taking resiing astnods and student teacning at tne same tize did not
scnieve higher mer:- scores tnan the ore-student teaehing students
¥vno had six semesier hours of read:ng zethods ;ourses.

The sbova results, and other unpublished findings, suggest that

the extent of uniergrajuate professional preparation ean infleenee

a positive difference in teaeher word analysis knowledge. These
findings do not seem unreasonable in the light of the eoneerted efferts

that nave been extendad by the teashing profession for self-iagpevensst

in the 1960'=.
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The purpose of this report is to determine whetner the word attack
knowledge of teacher trainees changes as the result of college instruction
through methods of reading courses. This investigation is a progress

report of a continuing series of investigations supported by the Lamar

Research Council.

Research by Shamnon (1959), Farinella (1960), and Henriksen (1968)
suggests that methods of reading courses have not influenced the word
attack knowledge of teachers.

Tlika's (1967) replication of Aaron's 1961 investigation of phonics
generalizations resulted in highee mean test scores than a decade earlier.
From these views of the research, a continuing need to investigate the

efficacy of reading methods courses existse.
wing

Dr. Emmaline Herriksen's Teacher Word Analfysis Test administered to
[,

133 Lamer Tech School of Education students. Upon examination of the
data, it was apparent that an observation of the efficacy of reading,

language arts, student teaching, and graduate studies could be made.
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A survey of the subjects revealed that extent of professional
preparation fell into four groups: Group (1) 4id rot have any
related methods courses, N = 75. Group (2) had comleted 3 semesster
hours of reading wethods and 3 semester hours of language nethods
courses, N = 3. Group (3) had completed the 3 semester language
arts method course and they were enrolled in the methods of reading
and student teaching courses, N = 16, Group (i) was comprised of
seven experienced teaching fellows in the graduate program in English
Education, who had all of the pre-ced.ing experiences in addition to the
advantage of graduate studies.

The null hypothesis that there were no significant differences
between tne four groups at the various levels of professional pre-

paration was taken and rejected on the results in Table 1 and 2,

RESULTS
The results in Table one revealed that there was a statistically
sigmficant F-ratio at the .05 level to indicate that the differences

in variances viere not due to chance alone.

TAELE 1
ANALYSIS (F VARIANCE OF EXTENT OF PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION

AND KMOVLEDGE OF WORD ANALYSIS

Source of .

Variation d.f. SeSe M.S. F-Ratio
Between 3 805 .0l 268.35 3.85%
Within 130 9055 99 69 066

Total 133 9861,.03




TL3LE 2
A COHPARTSON OF HEAN 70D RCOGRITION TEST SCORES BY GROUPS REFLECTING

EXTEKET OF ~ROFESSIONAL CCURSLS RELAT-D TO ..ASTERY OF WORD RCOGNITION XNO.JLEDGE

el

I 11 III v
Least Two Courses Two Courses 1 riost
and English
Student Specialists
Teaching
GROUPS
N=175 N=136 N=16 ° N= 17
lean = 66.45 | Fean = 72.97 | iean = 72,75 | Mean = 75.71
SD= B 5D= 8.36 SD= 7.80 SD= 9.60
I
H=15 D = ~11.52 D =-4.30 D = =7.26
lean = 8b.L5 SED= 1.70 [SED=2.17 |SED= 3.76
5D-= 8.l Z = 2,66 2 =1.97% Z= 1.93
1T
=36 D = 0,22 D = <2.,13
tean = 72.97 SED=2L0 [SED= 3.89
SDa= 8.36 , Z = 0,09 Z = 0.55
; 111
| R =16 D = =2.35
Hean = 72,75 SED= l.2
SD= 7.60 Z= 0.57
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Table 2 portrays a systematic testing of the differences between
the four group means. Groups (2) and (3), which had the most under-
graduate training, attained two statistically significant differences
at the <01 and .05 level of confidence in the comparisons with Group (1).

Grouwp (L), with the benefit of graduate training, attained the

_ highest mean score but none of their differences with the other groups

were statistically significant, probably due to the small sample size,

The absence of statistically significani differences between Group
(2) and Group (3) poses a current research dilen,; in that Shannon (1959)
found no favorable advantaga attributable to the influence of student
teaching cn the development of word analysis knowledge. On the other
hand, Tyre (1968) found that tutoring type experience was associated
with increased knowledge of word analysis, Further investigation of
the influence of student teaching and word analysis knowledge is
needed,

The results reveal that methods courses can be associated with a
mastery of word analysis khowledge, contra.t;y to the findings by Shannon
(1959), Farinella (1960), and more recently by Henriksen (1968). The
earlier findings suggest that growth in student knowledge of word
analysis may vary with institut’onal standards, course content, and
other factors, as Henriksen (1968) has observed.

In the case of Groups (2) and (3), the students had the structured
exercisd’:; programed word analysis book for the teachers. Students also

had access to recent research by Clymer, Bailey, Emons, Burmeister, and

Winkley.




The positive findings of improvement in this report do not
mitigate the findings of previous researchers. Instead, this
jinvestigation merely reemphasizes the need for extensive research

in an area of teacher training and reading instruction that has

scarcely been explored.
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